
 

 

              

    RED LAKE WATERSHED DISTRICT 

August 13, 2026 

9:00 a.m. 

 Agenda 
 

 

9:00 am Call to Order         Action 

    

Review and approve agenda       Action 

 

Requests to appear        Information 

   

  July 23, 2026 Minutes        Action 

 

  August 7, 2026 Special Meeting Minutes      Action 

   

  Financial Report as of August 12, 2026     Action  

 

  Certificate of Deposit Rates       Info/Action 

 

  Grand Marais Creek Outlet, RLWD Project No. 60F    Info/Action 

 

  Good Lake Impoundment Maintenance – Kelly Dahlen   Info/Action  

 

9:15 am Clean Water Funds Drinking Water Grant - Bryanna Grefthen 

   Pennington SWCD & Marshall SWCD Matching Funds  Info/Action 

  

  Mud River, RLWD Project No. 180C     Info/Action 

   LSOHC Grant Agreement       

   August 26, 2026 Hearing Date      

   September 16, 2026 Project Work Team Meeting   

   

9:30 am Improvement to Polk County Ditch 39, RLWD Project No. 179 

   Plans and Specifications      Info/Action 

    

  Burnham Creek, RLWD Project No. 43B     Info/Action 

 

RLWD Project No. 49, Main JD #2      Information 

 

TRF Westside FDR Project No. 178 – Surplus Resolution    Info/Action 

 

Chuck Flage Erosion Control, RLWD Project No. 174   Information   

 

  2026 Estimated Taxable Market Values for Watershed Districts   Information   

 

  Permit Extension: Permit No. 25102 

   Belgium Township, Polk County     Info/Action 

 



 

 

Tabled Permits:         Action  

 RLWD Permit No. 26069, Chester Township, Polk County 

RLWD Permit No. 26070, Chester Township, Polk County 

RLWD Permit No. 26072, Terrebonne Township, Red Lake County 

RLWD Permit No. 26074, Belgium Township, Polk County 

  

Permits: 26048, 26051, 26056, 26061, 26063, 26064, 26065, 26067, Action  

    26071, 26073, 26075, 26076, 26077, 26078, 26079, 26080,  

     26086, 26087, 26088, 26090, and 26091      

    

  RLWD Summer Intern       Info/Action 

 

  RLWD Advisory Board – Patrick Skoe     Action   

 

  August 27, 2026 Board Meeting Date     Action 

 

Administrator’s Report       Information 

             

  Legal Counsel Update        Information 

    

  Managers’ Updates        Information 

 

  Adjourn          Action  

 

 
 

UPCOMING MEETINGS:  

 August 13, 2026  RLWD Board Meeting, 9:00 am 

August 18, 2026  RRWMB Meeting, 10:00 am, Ada 

August 19, 2026  SD 83 Project Team Meeting, 9:00 am 

August 25-26, 2026  MN Watershed Summer Tour, Detroit Lakes 

August 27, 2026  RLWD Board Meeting, 9:00 am 

September 7, 2026  LABOR Day – RLWD Closed 

September 9, 2026 Red Lake River 1W1P Policy Committee Meeting, 9:00 am 

September 10, 2026 RLWD Board Meeting, 9:00 am 

September 14, 2026 Thief River 1W1P Policy Committee Meeting, 9:00 am 

September 15, 2026 RRWMB Meeting, 10:00 am, Ada 

September 16, 2026 Mud River Project Work Team Meeting, 9:00 am 

September 22, 2026  Flood Damage Reduction Work Group Quarterly Meeting, 10:00 am, Ada 

September 23, 2026 River Watch Fall Kick-Off Event, RLWD 

September 24, 2026 RLWD Board Meeting, 9:00 am 



 

RED LAKE WATERSHED DISTRICT 

Board of Managers Minutes  

July 23, 2026 

 

President, Gene Tiedemann, called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. at the Red Lake Watershed 

District Office, Thief River Falls, MN. 

 

Managers Present: Gene Tiedemann, Tom Anderson, Terry Sorenson, Grant Nelson, Al Page, 

and Brian Dwight. Managers Absent: LeRoy Ose. Staff Present: Tammy Audette, Melissa 

Bushy, Elaine Rychlock, Tony Olson, and Legal Counsel, Delray Sparby attended virtually.  

 

The Board reviewed the agenda. A motion was made by Ose, seconded by Dwight, and passed 

by a unanimous vote that the Board approve the agenda.  Motion carried.   

 

The Board reviewed the July 9, 2026, Board meeting minutes. Motion by Nelson, seconded by 

Anderson, to approve the July 9, 2026, Board meeting minutes. Motion carried.    

 

RLWD Permit No. 26055 in Lambert Township, Section 35, Red Lake County, was discussed. 

This permit was originally approved at the June 25, 2026, RLWD Board meeting. The landowner 

is requesting to change the scope of work. After discussion by the Board, a motion was made by 

Sorenson, seconded by Nelson, to amend RLWD permit no. 26055. Motion carried.  

 

The Board reviewed the Financial Report as of July 22, 2026.  Motion by Sorenson, seconded by 

Anderson, to approve the Financial Report as of July 22, 2026. Motion carried. 

 

Administrator Audette and staff member Elaine Rychlock reviewed the 2026 General Fund as of 

June 30, 2026. 

 

The Board reviewed Change Order No. 5 for Chief’s Coulee, RLWD Project No. 46S for a net 

increase in the amount of $9,412.00. A motion was made by Nelson, seconded by Sorenson, to 

approve Change Order No. 5 in the amount of $9,412.00 to Anderson Excavating. Motion 

carried.   

 

The final payment hearing for Anderson Excavating for the Chief’s Coulee Project, RLWD 

Project No. 46S, was called to order at 9:15 a.m. Engineer, Nate Dalager, HDR Engineering, 

Inc., stated that Anderson Excavating has completed all construction in the final amount of 

$61,541.45. After opening the hearing for public comment and no public comment being 

received, President Gene Tiedemann closed the hearing.  Motion by Sorenson, seconded by 

Nelson, to approve the Final Pay Estimate to Anderson Excavating in the amount of $61,541.45 

for the Chief’s Coulee Project, RLWD Project No. 46S. Motion carried.  

 

Administrator Audette presented a letter received from Polk County resident, Bruce Enright. The 

letter is a request for review of benefits assigned to his property in relation to the Improvement to 

Polk County Ditch 39, RLWD Project No. 179. Administrator Audette stated that the Viewers 

reviewed the area and determined that the benefitted rate for Mr. Enright’s property should be 

reduced from $325 per acre to $52 per acre, with a benefitted amount decrease of $9,140.04; 
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with a total project adjusted benefitted amount of $3,937,374.30. After much discussion, a 

motion was made by Dwight, seconded by Sorenson, to accept the viewers’ recommendation and 

to amend and update the Viewers’ Report with the discussed recommendations. Motion carried. 

 

The proposed 2027 Budget and Salary recommendations and General Fund Budget were 

presented by Administrator Audette. Audette noted that the Budget and Salary committee met 

twice prior to today’s meeting to develop the budget. Audette presented a worksheet of 

descriptions of what expense is included in each line item of the budget. The proposed salaries 

are based on employee steps, along with the 4.0% COLA for each employee. Motion by 

Sorenson, seconded by Nelson, to approve the proposed 2027 General Fund Budget, in the 

amount of $317,700 and set the 2027 General Fund Budget hearing for 9:30 a.m. on Thursday, 

August 27, 2026, at the Red Lake Watershed District office. Motion carried. 

 

The Board discussed the proposed purchase of a new UTV. After much discussion, motion by 

Sorenson, seconded by Page, authorizing Administrator Audette, in consultation with the 

Budget/Salary Committee, to pursue the possibility of purchasing, a good used, low mileage 

UTV. Motion carried. 

 

Administrator Audette discussed the purchase of a new vehicle for 2026. Staff member Erick 

Huseth obtained truck quotes from the following area dealerships: Thibert Chevrolet, Neighbors 

Ford TRF, Christian Bros Ford, and Westside Motors. A motion was made by Sorenson, 

seconded by Nelson, to approve purchase of a 2026 F150 Super Crew STX 145 from Neighbors 

Ford in Thief River Falls with a purchase price of $35,050. Motion carried. Neighbors Ford is 

giving us $14,000 for trade of our 2019 Chevy Silverado. 

 

Rob Sip, RRWMB, was present in person and staff from Park Street Public were present 

virtually via Zoom to provide a legislative update. 

 

Sip reviewed the 2027 RRWMB Budget/Levy.  

 

Sip discussed the upcoming RRWMB 50th Anniversary Celebration that will be held August 25-

26 in Detroit Lakes, MN.  

 

The Board reviewed the following permits for approval. Motion by Nelson, seconded by 

Sorenson, to approve the following permits with conditions stated on the permit: No. 26058, 

Richard Schmitz, Louisville Township, Red Lake County; No. 26060, DT Midstream, Sullivan 

Township, Polk County; No. 26066, Mitchell Stanley, Grand Plain Township, Marshall County; 

and No. 26068, David Dahlen, Star Township, Red Lake County.   

 

Administrator discussed purchasing apparel and accessory items that include our new logo. 

Discussion was held on how much clothing allowance for each staff/Board member. It was 

decided to bring sample items with costs to the next Board meeting on August 13. 
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Administrator’s Report: 

• Thief River Bank Stabilization Project:  A pre-construction meeting for the Thief River 

1W1P Bank Stabilization Projects will be held on July 31, 2026 at the District office. -  

• Clearwater Riverbank Stabilization Project - A pre-construction meeting for the 

Clearwater River 1W1P Bank Stabilization Project will be held on August 4, 2026, at the 

District office. 

• RLWD Bus Tour – District staff have scheduled a Board tour of the Moose River/Grygla 

area for July 30th.  The bus will leave the office at 9:00 a.m. 

• Mud River Hearing – Administrator Audette, Dalager, and Jim Graham will attend the 

LSOHC hearing appointments the end of August.  A set date and time has not be 

scheduled. 

• Turtle Connection Cross – District staff are working on getting easements recorded with 

Polk County. 

• Goose Lake – Audette and Manager Nelson will participate in a Goose Lake meeting 

with local landowners, MnDNR and local legislators. 

 

Manager Dwight said he will be going to an upcoming Town Hall meeting with Steve Green in 

Beltrami County.  

 

Motion by Dwight, seconded by Nelson, to adjourn the meeting. Motion carried. 

 

 

 

_____________________________ 

          LeRoy Ose, Secretary  



 
 
 
 
 

RED LAKE WATERSHED DISTRICT 
Board of Manager’s Minutes  

Special Board Meeting 
August 7, 2026 

 
President, Gene Tiedemann, called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. at the Red Lake Watershed 
District Office, Thief River Falls, MN. 

 
Managers Present: Gene Tiedemann, Tom Anderson, Grant Nelson, Terry Sorenson, LeRoy Ose, 
and Allan Page. Managers Absent: Brian Dwight. Staff Present: Tammy Audette  
 
Administrator Audette discussed the Thief River Falls Westside Flood Damage Reduction 
Project, RLWD Project No. 178, as it relates to a land sale and a grant received from the State of 
Minnesota Flood Hazard Mitigation grant program.   
 
Audette stated that in 2019, the District paid for an appraisal and purchased 10 acres in the 
amount of $79,470, from Marland and Sharon Johnson for property located south of the John 
Deere dealership for construction of the Thief River Falls Westside Flood Damage Reduction 
Project. At that time, a Declaration was recorded with the property since State of Minnesota 
General Obligation Bonds Financed Property was used. 
 
In 2022, after the project was completed, the District advertised the sale of excess property, with 
Tango, owner of the John Deere dealership, being the highest bidder at $200,000. After a legal 
survey was conducted, the District was informed that 2.99 acres were north of the diversion ditch 
and 2.90 acres were south of the diversion. The District originally understood all property was 
north of the diversion. The District prorated the acreage on the north side of the diversion ditch 
with Tango in the amount of $101,700.67; and came to an agreement with Carlson Trust Farms 
for the acreage on the south side at $3,500 per acre for a total of $10,150. See RLWD Board of 
Managers minutes from May 12, 2022. Audette noted that sales of the property were credited to 
the Thief River Falls Westside FDR Project funding account; paid by check and no title searches 
were created, therefore, the Declaration against the properties was not recognized.  
 
Most recently, the District was informed that Tango is selling the property to RDO and after a 
Title Search was completed, the Declaration against the property was flagged as a title issue. The 
District has requested release of the property declaration from the State of Minnesota, but since it 
was not done for the 2022 sale, the State of Minnesota Management and Budget office is 
working internally to determine how to address this situation in the best way possible. 
 
Audette indicated that a resolution is needed from the Board, authorizing the sale of excess 
property and confirming authorization for the sale of said real properties. 
 
Motion by Ose, seconded by Nelson, to authorize the release of surplus real property not being 
needed or necessary for the construction of the Thief River Falls Westside Flood Damage 
Reduction Project, RLWD Project No. 178 or other general purposes and affirmation and 
confirmation of authority for the prior land transfers in 2022, to Tango and Pete C. Carlson and 
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Debra M. Carlson as Trustees of the Pete C. Carlson to Debra M. Carlson and Pete C. Carlson as 
Trust of the Debra M. Carlson Trust. Motion carried. 
 
Motion by Ose, seconded by Nelson, to adjourn the meeting.  
       

_____________________________ 
           LeRoy Ose, Secretary  



Ck# Check Issued to: Description Amount

online EFTPS/MN Withholding Withholding FICA,Fed, Medi, & MN Tax (pp 7/29/26) $6,828.83
online PERA pp 7/29/26 $3,303.33
online PERA pp 8/12/26 $3,314.02
42341 Quality Spray Foam Chief's Coulee Pay Est #9 - Final (board approved 7/23/26) $61,541.45
42342 Neighbors Ford of Thief River 2026 Ford F-150 White with Trade In (Erick) $35,400.00
42345 Motor Vehicle Department License Ford F-150 $2,446.75
42346 Blue Sky Blading Mowing Moose River Imp #13  & Project # 39 $6,387.50
42347 Brault Construction Mowing #119 & #117 $20,641.00
42348 Champion Media - TRF Times Final Payment Hearing Chief's Coulee #46S $41.58
42349 Dyrdahl Construction Ditch Clean up Proj. # 35 Pine & #49 N. of Gonvick $980.00
42350 Farmers Union Oil Fuel for vehicles $1,131.79
42351 Gene Tiedemann Mileage $829.69
42352 HDR ***see details below $23,227.75
42353 Holthusen Construction Moose Dike Ditch Clearing & Proj. 39 (board approved 4/23/26) $37,910.00
42354 Houston Engineering MS4 Front Annual Subscription $6,000.00
42355 Hugo's Meeting Supplies June & July Statements $817.78
42356 Karvakko T&E for Clearwater #149C 1W1P $1,500.00
42357 League of Minnesota Cities Ins. Property/Casual & Workers Comp. Premiums $32,841.00
42358 Les Cota July Mowing Project #171 $570.00
42359 Lonnie Peck Beaver Removal Project #81 Parnell Imp. $100.00
42360 Marco Monthly Canon Copier Fee $276.87
42361 Marshall County SWCD Admin Fees for #149A Thief River 1W1P $4,000.24
42362 Matrix Deferred Comp $1,452.27
42363 MN Office of Secretary of State Notary Renewal Application (MB) $120.00
42364 Northdale Oil Ford Fuel $93.36
42365 Oil Boyz Express Lube Oil Change on #937 $93.46
42366 Pitney Bowes Postage Meter Fee (3 months) $124.53
42367 Quality Spray Foam Mowing #5,115,20,41AA,113,49,48,170A,178A,171A,122,171 $15,255.00
42368 RMB Water Quality Lab Testing & Courier Fees $14,564.00
42369 Ryan's Backhoe Services Clean Out Beaver Dam off County Rd. #6 by Oklee $510.00
42370 Station 59 Car Wash Refills for Vehicles $80.00
42371 TRF Hardware Garbage Bags, Ant traps, Pliers $73.05
42372 Pennington SWCD ***see details below $2,400.50
online WEX Medical Care Reimbursement (NSB 7/14) $136.41
online WEX Monthly Fee $11.00
online AT & T Monthly Cell Phone $395.55
online Pure Water Office H2O $38.00
online Garden Valley Monthly Fee $68.95
online MN Energy Utility Bill $21.98
online MSRS/Voya Staff Health Care Savings Plan (pp 8/12/26) $445.83

RED LAKE WATERSHED DISTRICT

Financial Report as of August  12, 2026



online WEX Medical Care Reimbursement $20.00
online Corp Tech Microsoft 365 & Managed IT Services $2,358.80
online Vestis Office Rug Rental $103.18
online Cardmember Service Credit Card charges $1,944.32
online Medica Health Premiums $11,319.06
online WEX Medical Care Reimbursement $40.00
online WEX Medical Care Reimbursement $558.94
online WEX Medical Care Reimbursement $25.00
online Aflac Staff Insurance $358.58
online Corp Tech Microsoft Surface Laptop (BD) $1,499.00
online Delta Dental Dental Insurance Premiums $631.22
online WEX Medical Care Reimbursement $20.00
online Corp Tech Set up fee on new Surface Pro Laptop $412.50
online MSRS/Voya Health Care Savings Staff  Contributions $446.60
online City of TRF Utility Bill $508.78
online WEX Dependant Care Reimbursement $630.00
online NCPERS Staff Life Insurance $128.00
direct Terrance Sorenson Mileage $171.00
direct Grant Nelson Mileage $48.64
direct Brian Dwight Mileage $545.28
direct Al Page Mileage $133.76
direct Leroy Ose Mileage $427.88
direct Board & Staff Payroll pp (7/29/26) $19,582.36
direct Board & Staff Payroll pp (8/12/26) $18,739.48

NSB Total Checks $346,625.85

HDR Turtle Lake/ Cross T&E $331.25
Burnham, Challenger & Flage T&E $2,277.50
Mud River Restoration Fee $8,906.25
Red Lake-Polk County Line Stab. $1,555.25
JD#1 Improvement T&E $10,157.50

$23,227.75

Penn Red Lake River Admin #149 1W1P $967.34
SWCD Thief River Admin #149A 1W1P $274.29

Clearwater Admin #149B 1W1P $171.00
Red Lk MIDPT. Admin #149 1W1P $987.87

$2,400.50



NSB Balance as of July 23, 2026 $581,764.07
Total Checks Written -$346,625.85
Receipt #12543 Marshall County Cost Share Moose Rvr JD#21 $8,755.00
Receipt #12544 Red Lake County Riparian Aid 2026 $8,915.00
Receipt #12545 MPCA 4th QTR Project #157B $2,392.77
Receipt #12546 Interest July $2,724.81
Receipt #12548 Dakota Heritage Bank July CD Interest $6,677.38
Receipt #12549 Red Lake County Taxes $387.10
Balance as of August 12, 2026 Current interest rate is 2.75% $264,990.28

American Balance as of July 23, 2026 $5,945,038.22
Federal Receipt #12547 Interest July $16,662.39
Fosston Balance as of August 12, 2026 Current interest rate is 3.3% $5,961,700.61

CD's Dakota Heritage 7 month CD  3.89% 500,000.00$  

Expiry 11-12-26 

Ultima Bank 6 month CD 4.0% 237,000.00$  

Expiry 11-29-26

Dakota Heritage 12 month CD 4.04%   250,000.00$  

Expiry 2-11-27

Ultima Bank 12 month CD 3.75% 500,000.00$  

Expiry 2-27-27

Dakota Heritage 12 month CD 4.04% 500,000.00$  

Expiry 3-4-27 

Dakota Heritage 12 month CD 4.04% 250,000.00$  

Expiry 3-4-27 

Dakota Heritage 12 month CD 4.04% 500,000.00$  

Expiry 5-06-27

Edward Jones 12 month CD 4.05% 239,000.00$  

Expiry 6-23-27 

Total CD Investments $2,976,000.00



NSB, AFB +CD's $9,202,690.89
Cash that has been received and earmarked for projects: 
(taken from remaining balance on financials)

10% pmt coming - no reconciliation needed 2023 Grant Clearwater 1W1P Project #149B -$136,475.20
2024 Grant Red Lake River 1W1P Project #149 $60,183.43
2024 Grant Thief River 1W1P Project #149A $51,780.12
2025 Grant Clearwater 1W1P Project #149B $665,569.57
2024 CRP Payment Red Lake 1W1P $2,132.00
2025 CRP Payment Red Lake 1W1P $100,000.00
2026 Grant Red Lake River 1W1P Project #149 $856,311.50
2026 Grant Thief River 1W1P Project #149A $352,474.00
2026 MIDPOINT  Red Lake River Project #149 $10,000.00
2025 MIDPOINT  Thief River Project #149A $21,809.15

$1,983,784.57
Payables committed to by board action:
City of Grygla $12,500.00
Mud River 180C $500,000.00

$512,500.00
Total accessible cash (Est.) $6,706,406.32



Dakota Heritage American Federal Northern State Bank Ultima Bank MN Edward Jones
218-253-2265 218-435-1474 218-681-4020 218-435-2265x104 218-683-5436
Red Lake Falls Fosston Thief River Falls Fosston Thief River Falls

Casey Ryan (Matt) Personal Banking Mike Kevin (Jennifer)
CD Rates 18 mo. @ 4.14% 6 mo. @ 3.55% 13 mo. @ 3.50% 12 mo. @ 4.06% 12 mo. @ 4.10%

as of 12 mo. @ 4.14% 3 mo. @ 3.50% 7 mo. @ 3.20% 9 mo. @ 4.06% 9 mo. @ 4.0%
8/11/2026 9 mo. @ 4.04% 6 mo. @ 2.5% 6 mo. @ 4.06% 6 mo. @ 4.05%

7 mo. @ 4.04% 3 mo. @ 4.06% 3 mo. @ 3.9%

Number Financial Institution Amount  Rate Mature Date
79416731 Dakota Heritage $500,000.00 7 mo. @ 3.89% 11/12/2026

20010047 Ultima Bank $237,000.00 6 mo. @ 4.0% 11/29/2026

79416727 Dakota Heritage $250,000.00 12 mo. @ 4.04% 2/11/2027

115183 Ultima Bank $500,000.00 12 mo. @ 3.75% 2/27/2027

79416728 Dakota Heritage $500,000.00 12 mo. @ 4.04% 2/26/2027
79416729 Dakota Heritage $250,000.00 12 mo. @ 4.04% 2/27/2027
79416730 Dakota Heritage $500,000.00 12 mo. @ 4.04% 5/7/2027

Bank of Amer. Edward Jones $239,000.00 12 mo. @ 4.05% 6/23/2027



Corey Hanson

From:
Sent:
To:
Cc:
Subject:

Clark, Lorilynn (DNR) <lorilynn clark@state.mn us>
Wednesday, August 5, 2026 3:13 PM
Corey Hanson; Gutknecht, Zachrie (MPCA), Vinje, Jason (DNR)
Tammy Audette; Bethke, Bethany (DNR)
Re· Grand Marais Creek Outlet

I 100% agree with your CPL comment! We're working on a project in the Pelican River (Otter Tail HUC 8) that was
shovel-ready for a fall CPL application.

I also agreed that taking another look at the GM restoration might be a good idea. It would be good to combine the
findings of MPCA biology and chemistry sampling, our geomorphology surveying, and the full FDR study findings
before moving ahead with one element, when other concerns could be addressed at the same time. I don't have
anything specific in mind right now. There's just been a fair amount of assessment of this area recently.

Lori

From: Corey Hanson <Corey.Hanson@redlakewatershed.org>
Sent: Wednesday, August 5, 2026 2:57 PM
To: Clark, Lorilynn (DNR) <lorilynn.clark@state.mn.us>; Gutknecht, Zachrie (MPCA)
<Zachrie.Gutknecht@state.mn.us>; Vinje, Jason (DNR) <jason.vinje@state.mn.us>
Cc: Tammy Audette <tammy.audette@redlakewatershed.org>
Subject: RE: Grand Marais Creek Outlet

Thank you, Lori,

It sounds like we should start planning a project to retrofit/repair the rock drops to make them compliant with
current fish passage standards if they aren't. I feel it is imperative for the Grand Marais Creek Outlet Restoration to
support fish passage. We could get a project ready-to-go with hope that sanity will return to the CPL grant program
and it will become available statewide again in the future (the current funding opportunity is limited to the metro
counties).

-Corey

From: Clark, Lorilynn (DNR) <lonlynn.clark@state.mn.us>
Sent: Wednesday, August 5, 2026 8:56 AM
To: Corey Hanson <Corey.Hanson@redlakewatershed.org>; Gutknecht, Zachrie (MPCA)
<Zachrie.Gutknecht@state.mn.us>; Vinje, Jason (DNR) <jason.vinje@state.mn.us>
Subject: Re: Grand Marais Creek Outlet

Hi Corey and Zach,

I don't believe that I sent out the site summaries for the Grand Marais geomorphology work. They are all attached
here. The PCA Stressor ID staff received these for the stress or identification report.

1



The rock at the outlet of the GM River is definitely holding back water (see longitudinal profile in the site 5
summary). The vertical drop is also limiting aquatic connectivity for most of the year. We have about 30 additional
pictures of this area, if interested.

We surveyed upstream of the restored reach (site 4), and Staniec surveyed within the upper portion of the
restoration. Our effort was WRAP assessment-driven, and Staniec conducted the survey for the FDR project
assessment study (LCCMR grant). As part of the LCCMR study outcomes, I'm hopeful that we can take a serious
look at the GM River Restoration and discuss how to build better projects. It's a good project, but there are likely a
few aspects that, if done differently, would have led to a better outcome for ecological function.

Lori

From: Corey Hanson <Corey.Hanson@redlakewatershed.org>
Sent: Tuesday, August 4, 2026 9:54 AM
To: Gutknecht, Zachrie (MPCA) <Zachrie.Gutknecht@state.mn.us>; Vinje, Jason (DNR)
<1ason.vinie@state.mn.us>; Clark, Lorilynn (DNR) <lonlynn.clark@state.mn.us>
Subject: Grand Marais Creek Outlet

This message may be from an external email source.
Do not select links or open attachments unless verified. Report all suspicious emails to Minnesota IT Services Security Operations Center.

Hi Jason and Lori,

This isn't urgent- just asking the question before I forget. Related to the new impairments found along the restored
outlet portion of Grand Marais Creek (09020306-513) and future TMDL/WRAPS development, Zach was curious
about how much the rock stabilization structures might be pooling water and creating stagnant conditions. Did
you see a lot of pooled water near the outlet when you were exploring that part of the stream for your
geomorphology surveys?

Zach, I can also see if our technician, Lindsey, can get some drone shots of the outlet sometime.

Corey Hanson

Water Quality Coordinator

Red Lake Watershed District

218-681-5800 (Office)

218-686-9691 (Cell)
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Division of Ecological and Water Resources 

Fluvial Geomorphology Survey Site Summary:
Grand Marais Creek, at outlet to Red River of the North 

(Grand Marais Creek watershed) 

Survey Date: April 2026 

Lori Clark & Jason Vinje 
DNR Clean Water Field Staff Contacts 

This summary is not intended as a stand-alone publication. See the DNR 
Stream Geomorphology Survey Database for complete survey data, 

metadata, and any associated watershed-scale reports. 

https://files.dnr.state.mn.us/waters/clean-water-field-contacts.pdf


Grand Marais Creek at the outlet to the Red River of the North 1 

From the Red Lake River Watershed District 

website: Grand Marais Creek is a tributary of the 

Red River of the North and has a drainage area of 

approximately 306 square miles. According to 

geologists, the Grand Marais Creek channel once 

conveyed flow from the Red Lake River. Stream 

piracy redirected the Red Lake River to its current 

path. The upstream end of Grand Marais Creek is 

now an oversized channel that resembles a 

wetland or an oxbow lake more than it resembles 

a stream. Grand Marais Creek begins near the 

town of Fisher and flows northwest for 

approximately 44.6 miles until it eventually flows 

into the Red River.  

A geomorphic channel assessment was completed on 9/16/2025 at the Grand Marais Creek outlet, as it joins the 

Red River of the North. The geologic history of this subwatershed includes clayey lake-modified till, glacial lake-

deposited clay sediment, and, more recently, alluvium. The channel corridor consists of alluvium, or river-

deposited sediment, which parallels the similar surface geology of the Red Lake River to the south. The soil 

survey designates the channel and riparian zone as Rauville silty clay loam. This soil type is very poorly drained, 

with the water table within zero to ten inches. The soil types adjacent to the channel were Fairdale silt loam and 

Bygland silty clay loam.  

The survey was completed along the last 950 feet of the Grand Marais Creek. With input from DNR stream 

specialists, the lower six miles of Grand Marais Creek were rehabilitated after being historically cut off from flow 

by a county ditch. The rehabilitation project began in 2013 and concluded in 2015. A few water surface, low 

bank, and thalweg elevations were collected upstream and downstream of a beaver dam, but they were not 

included in the longitudinal profile. Four cross-sections were surveyed. Pebble counts were not completed. 

Grand Marais Creek looking upstream at cross-section 2+77 
(9/16/2025). 



Grand Marais Creek at the outlet to the Red River of the North 2 

Comparing the 2025 longitudinal profile to the 2013 project design, the thalweg is approximately at design 

elevations. Alignment of these two longitudinal profiles is approximate in stationing, as the 2013 project design 

elevations were hand-entered from a labeled, printed graph. The 2025 longitudinal profile was also extended 

upstream of the first weir structure. The 2025 survey points were selected as the lowest points within the cross-

sectional plane, not on protruding rocks above the thalweg. Minor corrections to the elevations would have 

reduced the slopes at the weir structures, such as between 2+90 and 6+60 where the existing thalweg was 

running 0.5 – 1.2 feet above design, and between 7+30 and 7+70, where the existing thalweg was 1.0 feet below 

the design elevations. This created an unnecessarily steep drop of 2.8 feet between 6+80 and 7+30.   

The photo to the right was taken approximately 

270 feet upstream from the confluence with the 

Red River. The design called for four large rock 

weir structures between here and the outlet, 

with MNDOT class V riprap, consisting of material 

made up of 40% 6-15 inches, 25% 15-21 inches, 

25% 21-30 inches, and 10% less than 6 inches, 

filled between the weirs. 

The random placement of this riprap above 

channel grade results in water flowing below it, 

creating difficult conditions for aquatic life to 

move upstream or downstream during baseflow 

conditions. As the science of channel 

rehabilitation builds on knowledge from past 

restoration evaluations, future designs are also 

more intentional about pool habitat. This creates space for aquatic life to rest and find food and cover.

Longitudinal Profile (2025) & Restoration Plan (2013) Overlay
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Photo taken approximately 270 feet from the outlet of the Grand 
Marais Creek, looking downstream at the Red River (9/16/2025). 



Grand Marais Creek at the outlet to the Red River of the North 3 

 

Natural channels entering the Red River to the north and south of the Grand Marais Creek outlet do so at a more 

gradual slope (e.g., Snake River and Red Lake River). These outlets have more natural substrate sizing and do not require 

the larger rock structures to hold the grade in place. Aquatic organisms can likely move in and out of these nearby 

channels during baseflow conditions. 

The constructed outlet holds water in the lower Grand Marais Creek channel. A beaver dam was also present 1,740 feet 

upstream. When flow is held back, creating a stagnant environment, dissolved oxygen can be depleted through the 

respiration of aquatic organisms and the decomposition of organic matter. Running water absorbs more oxygen as it 

creates more surface area for water and air to mix. The stagnant flow condition may also result in higher water 

temperatures. Shading by existing tree cover is providing some protection from solar radiation heating. 

 

Cross-section 1+03 was located just above the first weir structure. The cross-sectional area of the constructed channel 

was 82.9 square feet, and the width was 21.4 feet. The width-to-depth ratio was 5.53. The full flood-prone width was 

approximately 75 feet, creating a 3.5 entrenchment ratio (flood-prone to bankfull width). The Rosgen stream type at this 

location was an E. The lower three cross-sections were in heavy riprap bed protection and were typed as B stream types. 

Looking upstream (left image) and downstream (right image) at cross-section 1+03 (9/16/2025). 
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Grand Marais Creek at the outlet to the Red River of the North 4 

 

Though there are no long-term permanent flow gages on the Grand Marais Creek, staff at Red Lake Watershed District 

monitor flow at 110th Street. This flow gage is 8.5 river miles upstream of the outlet and does not account for discharge 

from County Ditch 2. Measurements were collected predominantly in May through October (2017 – 2024), with some 

measurements in April and November. Channel flow was less than 10 and 2 cubic feet per second (cfs) 56% and 45% of 

the measured days, respectively. As a rough estimate, at the survey site, flow is likely flowing under the riprap 50% of 

the measured days. The highest average flows were measured in April and May, and the lowest flows in August and 

September. 

There is also a USGS stream gage on the Red River at Oslo, MN, with a period of record from October 2007 to present for 

gage height. This gage is 14.3 miles downstream on the Grand Marais Creek outlet. The Turtle River does enter the Red 

River from the west just upstream of the Oslo gaging location. On the date of the 2025 survey, the mean daily gage 

height was 8.12 feet. Based on the Oslo data, the Red River is high enough to enter the Grand Marais Creek 57% of the 

time. The Red River is estimated to be higher than the upper end of the riprap project 17% of the time at a gage height 

of 17.1 feet. The Red River did not get high enough in 2021 or 2025 to flood out the riprap outlet. 

When the Grand Marais Creek flow is higher than base flow 

or the Red River water surface is as high as the top of the 

constructed outlet, aquatic organisms likely have decent 

longitudinal connectivity. A May 2019 DNR Fisheries  survey, 

using 12 trap nets, tallied 15 fish species, including northern 

pike and channel catfish, which were defined as target 

species in the design process.  Both the fisheries and the 

channel elevation surveys conclude that when channel flow 

recedes, movement between the Grand Marais Creek and the 

Red River would be limited. 
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 RESOLUTION  
 
 
 At a special meeting of the Red Lake Watershed District Board of Managers held on 
August 7, 2026, the following resolution was moved, seconded and unanimously adopted: 
 
 RESOLUTION APPROVING CONVEYANCE OF THAT REAL PROPERTY 
 DESCRIBED HEREINAFTER. 
 
 WHEREAS, The Red Lake Watershed District was the owner of the following described 
real property (hereafter “Real Property"), located in the County of Pennington and State of 
Minnesota, to-wit: 
 
PARCEL A: 
 
That part of the Northeast Quarter of the Northwest Quarter (NE¼NW¼) of Section Thirty-two 
(32), Township One Hundred Fifty-four (154) North, Range Forty-three (43) West of the Fifth 
Principal Meridian, described as follows: 
 
Beginning at a point on the easterly line of said Northwest Quarter, lying South 00 degrees 08 
minutes 15 seconds East, a distance of 675 feet from the intersection of the said easterly line and 
the southerly 75 foot right-of-way line of Minnesota Trunk Highway No. 1; thence continuing 
South 00 degrees 08 minutes 15 seconds East, along said easterly line, a distance of 143.98 feet; 
thence North 89 degrees 20 minutes 00 seconds West, a distance 1024.08 feet; thence North 01 
degree 14 minutes 00 seconds West, a distance of 110.00 feet; thence North 88 degrees 46 
minutes 00 seconds East, a distance of 1026.26 feet to the point of beginning; 
 
AND 
 
PARCEL B: 
 
That part of the Northeast Quarter of the Northwest Quarter (NE¼NW¼) of Section Thirty-two 
(32), Township One Hundred Fifty-four (154) North, Range Forty-three (43) West of the Fifth 
Principal Meridian, described as follows: 



 
Commencing at a point on the easterly line of said Northwest Quarter, lying South 00 degrees 08 
minutes 15 seconds East, a distance of 675 feet from the intersection of the said easterly line and 
the southerly 75 foot right-of-way line of Minnesota Trunk Highway No. 1; thence continuing 
South 00 degrees 08 minutes 15 seconds East, along said easterly line, a distance of 143.98 feet; 
thence North 89 degrees 20 minutes 00 seconds West, a distance 1024.08 feet; thence South 01 
degree 14 minutes 44 seconds East, a distance of 150.00 feet to the point of beginning of that 
tract to be described herein; thence South 89 degrees 20 minutes 00 seconds East, a distance of 
760.00 feet; thence South 51 degrees 34 minutes 30 seconds East, a distance of 130.00 feet; 
thence South 01 degree 18 minutes 14 seconds East, a distance of 58.00 feet; thence North 88 
degrees 46 minutes 00 seconds West, a distance of 858.12 feet to the intersection of a line 
bearing South 01 degree 14 minutes 00 seconds East from said point of beginning; thence North 
01 degree 14 minutes 00 seconds West, a distance of 166.14 feet point of beginning; 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, The Red Lake Watershed District has no use 
for said Real Property for the Thief River Westside Flood Damage Reduction Project or is it 
necessary for any other business of the Red Lake Watershed District and the same is declared as 
surplus real property, and  
 
 The Red Lake Watershed District did advertise said Parcels A and B for public sale and the 
highest bid price for Parcel A was received from Tango TNE LLC and the highest bid price for 
Parcel B was received from Pete C. Carlson and Debra M. Carlson as Trustees of the Pete C. 
Carlson Trust dated the 21st day of May, 2013 and Debra M. Carlson and Pete C. Carlson as 
Trustees of the Debra M. Carlson Trust dated the 21st day of May, 2013, and 
 
 The Red Lake Watershed District did execute deeds or transfer of said real property to the 
highest bidders named above in regard to the respective parcels and the Red Lake Watershed 
District hereby confirms the said transfers in all respects and the authorization of the signing 
parties thereto on behalf of the Red Lake Watershed District in regard to the terms and conditions 
of said sales and conveyances,  
 
 THE RESOLUTION DECLARED PASSED BY UNANIMOUS VOTE. 
 
 
        RED LAKE WATERSHED DISTRICT 
 
 
 
        BY:_________________________________ 
        Chair Person 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
By:       
Administrator 













 

 

Memo 
Date:  July 29, 2026 

To:  Watershed District Contacts 

 Rob Sip, Red River Watershed Management Board 

 Jan Voit, Minnesota Watershed Executive Director 

From:  Justin Hanson, Assistant Director for Regional Operations 

Cc:  BWSR: John Jaschke, Andrea Fish, Amie Wunderlich, Board Conservationists 

RE: 2026 Estimated Taxable Market Values for Watershed Districts 

The Board of Water and Soil Resources have coordinated with the Minnesota Department of Revenue to assess 

the estimated taxable market value for Watershed Districts.  Attached is a table containing the estimated market 

values for Districts 2026.  

As reminder, session law changes enacted during the 2023 regular session effected the calculation of and 

increased the annual maximum general fund tax levy for a watershed district (Minn. Stat. § 103D.905, Subd. 3). 

To calculate the annual maximum general fund tax levy for a particular watershed district:       

• Multiply the estimated market value listed in the enclosed table for the watershed district by 0.096 

percent (0.00096) 

• Compare that calculated value to the maximum general fund levy limit of $500,000 

• Use whichever value is less 

Please contact me at justin.hanson@state.mn.us with any questions. 

 

Attachment: Taxes Payable 2026 Estimated & Taxable Market Values for Watershed Districts in Minnesota

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/cite/103D.905
mailto:justin.hanson@state.mn.us
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